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Israel Rabbinic High Holiday Seminar 

July 27, 2021 –  א"י"ח אב תשפ  

1. Teshuva: Return to Zion 

 

 Halachic - Rambam 

 

 Mystical – Rav Kook 

 

 Spiritual – Rabbi AJ Heschel 

 

 Redemptive 
 

 

A)  

A song of ascents. When the LORD restores the 
fortunes of Zion —we see it as in a dream— 

יֹּ֑ון  ׁ֣ת צִׁ יב  ְֹ֭הָוה ֶאת־שִׁ שּׁ֣וב יְּ ֲַּ֫עלֹ֥ות בְּ מ  ִׁ֗יר ה ַֽ שִׁ
ים׃ מִַֽׁ ֹחלְּ ִׁ֗ינּו כְּ  ָהָ֝יִׁ

(Psalms 126:1) 

B)  

Israel – the Jewish State – is important not only as the place that guarantees political refuge; 

not only as the place where more mitzvot can be performed; not only as the place where given 

the high rate of assimilation and intermarriage in the exile our continuum as a Jewish people is 

assured. It is rather the place where we have the means to carry out our mandate. Only in a 

Jewish State do we have the political sovereignty and judicial autonomy to potentially establish 

a just and ethical society from which others can learn. 

Of course, Jews living in the Diaspora can make significant individual contributions to the 

betterment of the world. And there are model Diaspora communities that impact powerfully on 

Am Yisrael and humanity. But I would insist that the national destiny of the Jewish people can 

only be realized in the land of Israel. Only there, as a nation, do we have the potential to 

contribute to repairing the larger world.  

(Journey to Open Orthodoxy) 

 

2. Teshuva: Turning Toward Each Other 
 

A)  

15. Thus said the LORD: A cry is heard in Ramah— 
Wailing, bitter weeping— Rachel weeping for her 

ׁ֣ר ׀ ֹכׁ֣ה ֹהָוִׁ֗ה ָאמ  ָרָמָ֤ה קֹׁ֣ול יְּ ָמע֙ בְּ שְּ  נִׁ
י֙ הִׁ ׁ֣י נְּ כִׁ ִ֔ים בְּ רּורִׁ מְּ ֵ֖ל ת  ָכׁ֣ה ָרח  ב  ל־ מְּ ע 
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children. She refuses to be comforted For her children, 
who are gone. 
 
16. Thus said the LORD: Restrain your voice from 
weeping, Your eyes from shedding tears; For there is a 
reward for your labor —declares the LORD: They shall 
return from the enemy’s land. 
 
17. And there is hope for your future —declares the 
LORD: Your children shall return to their country. 
 
18. I can hear Ephraim lamenting: You have chastised 
me, and I am chastised Like a calf that has not been 
broken. Receive me back, let me return, For You, O 
LORD, are my God… 

 
20. Truly, Ephraim is a dear son to Me, A child that is 
dandled! Whenever I have turned against him, My 
thoughts would dwell on him still. That is why My heart 
yearns for him; I will receive him back in love —
declares the LORD. 

ֲאָנָ֛ה ָבֶנּ֑יהָ  ֥ם מ  ָנח  הִׁ ל־ָבֶנֵ֖יהָ  לְּ ֥י ע   כִׁ
נּו׃ יֶנַֽ {ס} א   

 
ׁ֣ר ׀ ֹכׁ֣ה ֹהָוִׁ֗ה ָאמ  ָ֤י יְּ עִׁ נְּ ך֙ מִׁ י קֹול  ֶבִ֔כִׁ  מִׁ

ך ֵ֖יִׁ ינ  ע  ָעּ֑ה וְּ מְּ דִׁ י֩ מִׁ ך֙ כִׁ ֻעָלת  פְּ  י ֵ֨ש ָשָכָ֤ר לִׁ
ב׃נְּ  ֶאֶ֥רץ אֹוי ַֽ ָשֵ֖בּו מ  ֹהָוִ֔ה וְּ ֻאם־יְּ  

 
ֹהָוּ֑ה  ֻאם־יְּ ֵ֖ך נְּ ית  ַאֲחרִׁ ָו֥ה לְּ קְּ י ש־תִׁ וְּ

ם׃ בּוָלַֽ גְּ ֵ֖ים לִׁ ָש֥בּו ָבנִׁ  וְּ
 

ִ֔ד  נֹוד  תְּ ם֙ מִׁ ֙יִׁ ר  י ֶאפְּ תִׁ ִׁ֗עְּ ָשמֹׁ֣וע  ָשמ 
ֵֶ֖גל לׁ֣א ֻלָמּ֑ד  ע  ִ֔ר כְּ ָּוס  אִׁ י֙ ָוַֽ ֙נִׁ ת  רְּ ס  יִׁ

֥י  ָאשִּ֔וָבה כִׁ י וְּ ׁ֣נִׁ ב  ֹהָו֥ה ֲהשִׁ ָתֵ֖ה יְּ א 
י׃ ...ֱאלָהַֽ  

 
ִ֚ם ֶיֶׁ֣לד  ם אִׁ ִׁ֗יִׁ ר  ִ֜י ֶאפְּ ֵ֨יר לִׁ קִׁ ן֩ י  ֲהב 

י֙ בִֹ֔ו ָזֹכ֥ר  רִׁ בְּ ָ֤י ד  ד  י־מִׁ ִ֔ים כִַֽׁ ֲעֻשעִׁ ש 
֥ם  ח  י֙ לִֹ֔ו ר  ע  ִׁ֗ן ָהמָּ֤ו מ  ל־כ  ֶרֵ֖נּו עֹּ֑וד ע  כְּ ֶאזְּ

ה׃ ֹהָוַֽ ֻאם־יְּ ֲחֶמֵ֖נּו נְּ ר  }ס{ ֲאַֽ         

(Jeremiah 31:15-18, 20) 

 

B)  

While we dare not make light of our differences, even more important is that when we argue 

among ourselves, we do so as a family. We must be machmir, absolutely uncompromising, on 

the mitzvah of ahavat Yisrael, love of our fellow Jew. To achieve this while staying true to our 

individual principles, an ethics of dissent should be drafted: 

 Language must be used with care. While a word is a word and a deed is a deed, words 

lead to deeds. 

 Let’s not impugn the motives of others. Each side should recognize that it has no 

monopoly on loving the land of Israel and seeking peace.  

 Even in disagreement, it is important to recognize that we have much to learn from one 

another.  

 It is vitally necessary that both sides call out the extremists on their respective fringes. 

 No matter the extent of one’s disagreement with Israel on pluralism and other issues, 

ahavat Medinat Yisrael requires total material and spiritual commitment to the state, 

which must remain unconditional. 

(Journey to Open Orthodoxy) 
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3. Zocher Ha-Brit 

 

A)  

 

 Brit Avot Ve’Imahot (Genesis 15) 

 Brit Sinai (Exodus 24) 

 Brit Ha’aretz (Deuteronomy 29) 

 

B) The Many Faces of Anti-Semitism 

 

Not coincidentally, these three covenants, people, Torah, and land, comprise the basis of 
Jewish nationhood. It is in the words of Rabbi Kook a combination of the people of Israel with 
the Torah of Israel in the land of Israel. Throughout the centuries, there have been those who 
have been bent on destroying the Jewish nation, by attacking one of these three pillars.  
 
Jewish People: Some – like Amalek in biblical times or the Nazis in the modern era – have 
focused their venom on the Jewish People. Their goal was to annihilate us. 

 
Jewish Theology: Others have directed their hatred against our Torah. A prime example is 
Christian persecution of Jews in what historian Raul Hilberg calls “fifteen hundred years of anti-
Semitic activities.” Their claim was that they had no intention to murder Jews. Rather, it was to 
kill those who rejected their primary belief. Basically, they stated, we accept Jews, but only if 
they embrace our theology. In the end, however, it became clear that their goal of destroying 
our fundamental Torah beliefs was the equivalent of destroying the Jewish People. 
 
Jewish Land: Today another type of Jew hatred has emerged in the form of anti-Zionism. Truth 
be told, in the post-Holocaust era, it is still not considered polite to directly target Jews or even 
their Torah. Hence, the attack against the Jewish land. In the end, however, a Jewish land is so 
fundamental to Judaism that any attempt to deny Jews their homeland is nothing less than an 
attempted destruction of the Jewish People.  
 

 (Torat Ahavah) 
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4. No Fear 

 

A)  

Of David. The LORD is my light and my help; whom 
should I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life, 
whom should I dread? 
 
Look to the LORD; be strong and of good courage! 
O look to the LORD! 

ֵ֨ד ָדוִׁ ֹהָוָ֤ה ׀ לְּ ׁ֣י ׀ יְּ י אֹורִׁ עִׁ שְּ ְ֭יִׁ ׁ֣י וְּ מִׁ יָרּ֑א מִׁ  אִׁ
ֹהָו֥ה ִׁ֗י יְּ ָ֝י  ֥י ָמעֹוז־ח  מִׁ ד׃ מִׁ ָחַֽ ֶאפְּ  

 
ִׁ֗ה  ּו  ָ֝ק  ֶבָּ֑ך וְּ ׁ֣ץ לִׁ ֲאמ  י  ק וְּ ַֹּ֫הָו֥ה ֲחְ֭ז  ִׁ֗ה ֶאל־יְּ ּו  ֶאל־ק 

ה׃ ֹהָוַֽ }פ{ יְּ  

(Psalms 27:1, 14) 

B)  

One who enters battle thinking he or she will not die is not 
an exalted hero.  
 
Just the same, one who gives charity but has no concern 
about money is not truly generous. 
 
Real greatness emerges when one acts contrary to her or his  
feelings. 

מי שיכנס למלחמה לחשבו 
. אמיתי גבור אינושלא ימות   

 
מבזה בממנו כי וכן מי שנדיב 

 אינו נדבן רציני.
 

על נגד גבור ונדיב הוא שפו
.רגשותיו  

 (Based on Abrabanel to Genesis 32) 
 

C)  

I am not a psychiatrist, but I know that there is 
one great fear that pushes away all the smaller 
fears.  And what is that fear through which one 
can push away other fears like the fear of 
failure, of loss of money, of aging, of losing 
popularity, of sickness.   
 
This is the fear of the Holy One, Blessed-be-He.  
This is the meaning of the prayer service, 
“Allow, O Lord, Our God, Your fear to be upon 
all of humankind…” 

אינני פסיכיאטר, אבל אני יודע כי פחד 
אחד גדול מגרש את כל הפחדים הקטנים. 

דם לקבל עליו כדי ואיזהו הפחד שיכול א
שעל ידו יעקרו מקרבו כל הפחדים 

האחרים, כגון הפחד מפני הכשלון, מפני 
-העוני, מפני הזיקנה, מפני חוסר
  .הפופולאריות או מפני המחלות

 
הווה אומר: הפחד מפני הקב"ה! ומכאן 

התפילה: "ובכן תן פחדך, ה' אלוקינו, על 
 כל מעשיך..."

 (Al HaTeshuva by Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik) 
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D)  

Demand for Ourselves No Less Than We Demand for Others 

Speaking out for others carries relatively little risk and, moreover, brings the acclaim and 

approval of the larger community. But speaking out with equal intensity on behalf of our own 

interests touches upon our insecurities and heightened sensitivity to what others may think of 

us – insecurities and sensitivities that we, as Diaspora Jews, have acquired and absorbed over 

the years. 

(Spiritual Activism) 

5. Keeping the Dream Alive 

A)  

He dipped his finger into the blood, and sprinkled 
the blood, with a count— one upper sprinkling 
and seven lower ones. 
 
Each time he sprinkled, he counted aloud. One, 
One and one; One and two; One and three; One 
and four; One and five; One and six; One and 
seven. 

ָין. רּום  נְּ מִׁ יף בְּ לִׁ צְּ הִׁ ל וְּ ָזיֹות ָטב  ּצּוי ה  רִׁ
ת ּומ ַֽ  ָלה ַאח  עְּ עמ ַֽ ב   :ָטה ֶשַֽ

 
 
ת  ת. ַאח  ַאח  ת וְּ ת. ַאח  ך ָהָיה מֹוֶנה. ַאח  כ  וְּ
ת  ע. ַאח  ב  ַארְּ ת וְּ ָשלש. ַאח  ת וְּ ם. ַאח  יִׁ ת ַֽ ּושְּ

ע ב  ת ָוֶשַֽ ש. ַאח  ת ָוש  ש. ַאח  ָחמ   :וְּ

(Yom Kippur Avodah Service) 

 

B)  

How does one deal with dreams that have gone awry? The key is to recognize that there is a 
difference between dream and reality. Dream is the hope of a glorious, almost perfect future. 
Reality, by definition, includes disappointments. 
 
The challenge, when reality and disappointment set in, is to never forget the dream. Once you 
forget the dream, it’s all over, because you won’t be able to handle the reality; only by keeping 
the dream alive can we survive the difficulties. 
 
This is important relative to our personal lives. Built into dreams are disappointments – a 
marriage, health, a profession gone sour. But we’ll make it, if we keep dreaming. If you stop 
dreaming, you stop living. 
 
So too relative to what’s happening in Israel. Israel is reishit semichat ge’ulatenu (the dream of 
the dawn of redemption). But once there, we face reality. There’s division, terrorist 
bombings…yet with all of these problems, Israel is a great country, as long as the dream is still 
in place. 
 

 (Torat Ahavah) 
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6. Final Thought and Story 

 

A) Is Israel’s Survival Guaranteed? 

4. The word of the LORD came to him in reply, “That 
one shall not be your heir; none but your very own 
issue shall be your heir.” 
 
5. He took him outside and said, “Look toward heaven 
and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And 
He added, “So shall your offspring be.” 
 
6. And because he put his trust in the LORD, He 
reckoned it to his merit. 
 
7. Then He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought 
you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to assign this land to 
you as a possession.” 
 
8. And he said, “O Lord GOD, how shall I know that I am 
to possess it?” 

ָליו֙ ל אֹמִ֔ר ל֥א  ֹהָוָ֤ה א  ר־יְּ ב  ֵ֨ה דְּ נ  הִׁ וְּ
ֶעִ֔יָך  מ  ׁ֣א מִׁ ם֙ ֲאֶשׁ֣ר י צ  י־אִׁ ָךֵ֖ ֶזּ֑ה כִׁ יָרשְּ יִַֽׁ

ָך׃ יָרֶשַֽ  הֵּ֖וא יִַֽׁ
 

ֶבט־ָנׁ֣א  ֹי֙אֶמר֙ ה  חִּׁ֗וָצה ו  ֵ֨א ֹאתִֹ֜ו ה  יֹוצ  ו 
ֵ֖ל  ם־תּוכ  ִ֔ים אִׁ כֹׁ֣וָכבִׁ ֹפר֙ ה  ָמה ּוסְּ ִׁ֗יְּ ָשמ  ה 

סְּ  ֶיֵ֖ה לִׁ הְּ ֹיׁ֣אֶמר לִֹ֔ו ֹכ֥ה יִׁ ֹפׁ֣ר ֹאָתּ֑ם ו 
ָך׃ ֶעַֽ רְּ  ז 

 
ה׃ ָדָקַֽ ֶבָ֥ה לֵֹ֖ו צְּ שְּ י חְּ יֹהָוּ֑ה ו  ֵ֖ן ב ַֽ ֶהֱאמִׁ  וְּ

 
ֹהָוִׁ֗ה ֲאֶשָ֤ר  ׁ֣י יְּ ָלּ֑יו ֲאנִׁ ֹיֵ֖אֶמר א  ו 

ָךָ֛  ִ֔ים ָלֶָ֧תת לְּ דִׁ שְּ אּׁ֣ור כ  ֙יָך֙ מ  אתִׁ הֹוצ 
ּה׃ ָתַֽ שְּ רִׁ ֹזֵ֖את לְּ  ֶאת־ָהָאֶ֥רץ ה 

 
ּ֑ר  ֹיאמ  ֥י ו  ֵ֖ע כִׁ ד  ָמ֥ה א  ִ֔ה ב  ֲאֹדָנׁ֣י יֱֹהוִׁ

ָנה׃ יָרֶשַֽ  אִַֽׁ

(Genesis 15:4-8) 

 

B) Yearning for Israel (Doresh Tzion) 

Joseph was identified as a Hebrew, and was 
therefore buried in Israel. 
 
Moses was not identified as a Jew, and was 
therefore not buried in Israel.  

צוֹ  ַארְּ ף הֹוָדה בְּ ר ולכן  יֹוס  ב  קְּ נִׁ
צוֹ  ַארְּ  בְּ

 
צוֹ משה  ַארְּ  ולכן לא לא הֹוָדה בְּ

צוֹ  ַארְּ ר בְּ ב  קְּ  נִׁ

(Paraphrased from Devarim Rabbah 2:8) 

 

She is Zion, there is none who care for her” 
(Jeremiah 30:17). This verse teaches by inference 
that Jerusalem requires yearning. 

ָבֲעָיא  ל דְּ ל  כְּ ין ָלּה מִׁ ש א  יא דֹור  יֹון הִׁ צִׁ
יָשה רִׁ  דְּ

(Rosh Hashanah 30a) 
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C) Little Ido: In Memoriam 

To what can death be compared? 
 
To a person who enters a darkened room for the 
first time and trips over the furniture.  
 

Each time he enters the room,  
 
he learns more and more where the furniture 
stands.  
 

In time he becomes familiar with the room,  
 
and despite the darkness  
 
knows how to get around. 
 
 
So, too, death.  
 
There is darkness in death that cannot be chased 
away.  
 
But it is possible to learn how to continue to live  
 
despite the darkness which forever remains. 

ָדָבר דֹוֶמה ָמה ה   ,ָמָשל, לְּ
 

תֹוך  נ ס לְּ כְּ ָאָדם ֶשנִׁ ָכל לְּ ל בְּ ק  תְּ נִׁ ֶחֶדר ָחשּוך וְּ
ֶחֶדר תֹוך ה  ים בְּ פּוָזרִׁ ים ֶשמְּ ָברִׁ ינ י דְּ  .מִׁ

 
ֶחֶדר ָנס ל  כְּ ם ֶשנִׁ ע  ָכל פ   בְּ

 
יֹפה  יּוק א  דִׁ ר בְּ יֹות  ר וְּ ד יֹות  הּוא לֹומ 

ים ָצאִׁ מְּ ים נִׁ ָברִׁ דְּ  .ה 
 

ָקל ָבֶהם ָפחֹות ּוָפחֹות תְּ ָכך נִׁ  ,וְּ
 

ן ָמה מ  י זְּ ד ֶשַאֲחר   ,ע 
 

ב יט  ָמקֹום ה  יר ֶאת ה  כִׁ  הּוא מ 
 

ֶחֶדר  רֹות ֶשה  מְּ שּום ָדָבר, ל  ָקל בְּ תְּ לא נִׁ וְּ
ין ָחשּוך יִׁ  .ֲעד 

 
ָמֶות ן ה  מֹו כ   כְּ

 
שוֹ  ָגרְּ ָשר לְּ י ֶאפְּ ָמֶות ֶשאִׁ  .י ש חֹוֶשך ב 

 
יֹות חְּ יך לִׁ שִׁ מְּ ה  יך לְּ מֹוד א  לְּ ָשר לִׁ  ֲאָבל ֶאפְּ

 
חֹוֶשך  רֹות ה  מְּ ֶזהל    .ה 

 

 


